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Environment Rating Scale (ERS) 
and the DRDP 
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Type your response to this quote 
in the chat box.
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Environment Rating Scale (ERS)

The Environment Rating Scales are 
designed to assess process quality in an 
early childhood or school-age care group.

– Interactions
– Space
– Schedule
– Materials

- Frank Porter Graham, Child Development Institute, 2008
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Desired Results Assessment 
System 
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ELCD Agencies are required to 
complete an ERS for each:

• Classroom

• Site   

• Contract
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ERS Profile and Summary of 
Findings 
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Complete one 
per classroom

Complete one per 
classroom, site and 

contract 
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ERS Profile 
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ELCD 4002 
ERS Summary of Findings 
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TEACHERS:
List items that 

score below a 5.0
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ELCD 4002 
ERS Summary of Findings 
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Administrators:
List subscale names 

and scores for 
averages below 5.0
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Connection between 
DRDP (2015) and ERS 
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Math

DRDP ERS
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Language 

DRDP ERS
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Curriculum Frameworks
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Math

DRDP
Measures 2-7 

ERS 
Item # 26

Curriculum 
Framework 

Environment 
and 

Materials 
Section 
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How would you use 
the Questions for 

Reflection from the 
Curriculum 

Framework to 
change, or justify, 
your ERS scores?
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Resources 
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ERS Cards
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Program Subscale and 
EESD 4002
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https://www.desiredresults.us/ers-forms
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Environment Rating Scales 
Institute (ERSI)

http://www.ersi.info/index.html
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https://www.desiredresults.us/ers-forms
http://www.ersi.info/index.html
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Training 
Workbook and 

Videos
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Staff Training Resources
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“Conducting a 
Realistic Self-

Assessment with 
the Environment 

Rating Scale”   

• by Thelma Harms

Thelma Harris, Exchange Magazine, 
September/October 2009.
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Key Points from the Article 

²Self-assessment increases the teachers’ 
awareness of the actual environment and 
practices.

²To create significant changes, staff must 
have adequate training to produce 
accurate scores on the ERS and the will to 
work towards quality and support. 
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Tips for Setting up a Quality 
Environment 

• Read the ERS for appropriate age level.

• Become familiar with the requirements for 5s 
and 7s.

• Download ERS cards and post them in the 
classroom.

• Practice rating your classroom even if an 
assessor will be rating the environment.
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What’s the difference between…

A WEDDING A MARRIAGE
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