
Ways to Encourage Parent Involvement
· Have a Career Day and invite parents to share about their work.
· Have a potluck to assist parents in becoming familiar with you, other parents, and the school program.
· Have a parent tea to make parents more comfortable with talking to you and being in the classroom environment.
· Ask parents to volunteer in ways that do not require visiting the classroom. Ask them to record a reading of a book on a tape, cut out items for the classroom, prepare a bulletin board, coordinate volunteers for a field trip, build items for inside/outside the school, or assist with distributing information. Think about each parent’s interests or personal skills before asking them to do such tasks.
· Invite parents to be a part of the classroom by having them play games, write children’s dictated stories, or read to the children. Allow the parent to choose the book (perhaps one that they enjoyed as a child). The parent can become more comfortable with this activity by first reading to two or three children. When they are more confident, they can read to the whole classroom.
· Have a Parent of the Month. 
· Have a raffle give away for parent volunteers using 99 Cent Store or Dollar Tree items each week.  Parent gets a raffle ticket each time they volunteer and puts in the box at the end of their volunteer time.
· Create a bulletin board of ways to sign up. Ask parents what they would like to do. Find out what their interests are and use those interests to develop ways parents can volunteer. 
· Invite parents to just observe in your classroom to get a sense of the environment.
· Have a “Family Snack Day” once a month. This allows parents to have snack with their child as well as gives them the opportunity to become more comfortable in the classroom. 
· Make a parent resource board that highlights exchanging skills for trade such as babysitting or tutoring.  This will allow them to find resources between on another.

· Encourage a toy, book or clothing exchange. This will contribute to creating a sense of community between parents.

· Create a welcoming space in your school for parents to meet, share information, work, and relax. This gives the message that parents are welcomed and encouraged to be a part of the program.

· Have parent education groups. Meetings can be at different times of the day and vary in length. Parent volunteers can lead these groups by educating others in areas that they are skilled at. For example a parent who is known for making the best apple pie can teach a group on pie making.

· Encourage parents with strong organizational skills to be in charge of an interest area and rotate new materials in each month.

· Allow parents who are interested in recycling to be in charge of collecting, sorting, and storing materials in the school to be recycled. These parents can also bring items from the recycling into the classroom for activities such as different types of paper or magazines for art projects.

Additional ways parents can volunteer inside the classroom: 

· Supervise learning centers

· Read to children

· Play games with children

· Take attendance

· Tell stories

· Sing with children

· Select library books for the classroom

· Assist children in writing

· Supervise an activity

· Share a talent, skill, or hobby

Additional ways parents can volunteer outside the classroom:

· Make a game
· Create a bulletin board
· Repair equipment
· Build items for the school
· Plan a workshop
· Coordinate volunteers
· Organize a classroom or school area
· Wash laundry
· Pass out fliers or other school information
· Cut out classroom materials
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