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 Item 14.  A “wide selection of books” is accessible and includes books about 
· picture books and stories about people of different  races, ages, and abilities; 
· clear, non-frightening picture of animals, including pets, farm animals and zoo animals 
· familiar easily recognizable objects used at home and used in the child care environment, during play or in routines.

· stories about familiar routines such as eating, sleeping, toileting or ressing.
5.1 At least 12 appropriate infant/toddler books (but no less than 2 for each child in the group) accessible daily for much of the day. None of the books can be violent of frightening. 

	[image: image2.wmf]  Fine Motor
Item 15.  Appropriate fine motor materials for infants and toddlers are those that generally match their developing skill levels and are challenging but not frustrating. Many and varied appropriate fine motor materials must be accessible for much of the day.  Example appropriate fine motor materials include: 

· Infants: grasping toys, busy boxes, nested cups, container to fill and dup, textures toys, cradle gyms.

· Toddlers: shape sorting games, large stringing beads, big pegs with peg boards, simple puzzles, pop beads, stacking rings, nesting toys, medium or large interlocking blocks.

5.1  “Many” means enough materials for children to use without excessive competition 

        “Varied” means materials that require different skills (such as grasping, shaking, turning, pushing, pulling, poking, putting together, using thumb and forefinger together, scribbling). Materials should also vary in color, size, shape, texture, sound.

7.2  There should be materials that require different levels of difficulty 

· Easier: Simple rattles to grasp, knobbed puzzles, nested cups, glue sticks bead mazes

· More Challenging: Puzzles without knobs, shape sorter, crayons, stringing beads
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Item 17.  Appropriate are materials are those that interest the children and that match their ages and abilities. Examples of appropriate art materials: crayons, water color markers, brush and finger paints, play dough, collage materials of different textures. Only the simplest materials should be used with younger toddlers, Other materials should be added as children gain skills and ability to use materials appropriately. All art materials must be non-toxic and safe.
· Young toddlers: Large, non-toxic crayons, large paper (white and different colors) taped to a surface, non-toxic finger paint, large non-toxic chalk
· Older toddlers: water color markers, tempera paints, painting tools, paper of different sizes and colors, unbreakable chalk, play dough, scrap paper, self stick stickers
7.1 Staff plan and choose are materials to match the skills of the children in the group. Children should be first introduced to simple are materials and then more complex materials as they become ready.
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                        Music and Movement

Item 18.  Music and Movement experiences can be offered during group times, free play, or routines.

3.1 Music materials must be intended specifically for children to use for music. Some (two) musical items must be accessible to children. 

3.2 Staff initiations is used to introduce children to music and to encourage and extend children’s experiences. Examples: Singing softly to child while bottle-feeding; encouraging infants to shake rattles; Singing songs with small groups, playing soft music at nap time; or playing music to bounce or dance to.

7.1 At least two musical items should be rotated monthly. 

7.2 At least three different types of music must be used regularly. Examples of types of music: Vocal and instrumental, children’s songs, opera, classical, jazz, rock, reggae, folk songs, or lullabies.
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Item 19. The materials required in this item are blocks and block accessories. Examples of materials for block play: 

· Blocks: soft blocks; light-weight blocks of various sizes, shapes, colors, large cardboard blocks. (All About the ITERS-R page 250 for further examples).

· Accessories include: containers to fill and dump, toy trucks or cars; and animals.  (All About the ITERS-R page 251 for further examples).
3.2 At least five accessories of different types should be accessible. Different types include:

· People

· Animals

· Vehicles

5.1 At least two sets of blocks in which each set has at least ten of the same type of block or more.

7.2 Variety of accessories which includes five materials from each of the following categories: 

· Transportation: trucks, construction vehicles, cars, motorcycles, trains, airplanes

· People: wooden figures of different races, ages and abilities; small plastic figures, doll house families

· Animals: dinosaurs, zoo animals, and farm animals
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Item 21.  Sand and water play offer older toddler opportunities to use their senses to discover the natural work. This item is NA if all children are under 18 months of age. 

In addition to sand , other fine grained materials that can easily be used for digging and pouring such as sterilized potting solid or very finely shredded mulch may be counted. Material that pose a danger to children of this age such as dried beans, small pebbles, Styrofoam Childs, corn meal and flour cannot be counted as a substitute for sand. Water play can be provided by using materials such as a running hose, sprinkler dishpans, or a water table. 

3.3 At least two toys for children to use with the sand or water. Example sand and water toys include: measuring cups, funnels, plastic tubes, molds, scoops, pails, shovels, rakes, water-wheels, sponges, turkey basters.
5.2   For “variety”, consider the differences among the toys that children can use.  Examples of toys for use with sand and water are: kitchen utensils, shovel and bucket, small cars and trucks, floating toys, plastic containers.

(All About the ITERS-R page 278 for further examples).




	Promoting Acceptance of Diversity
Item 24.   The early childhood classroom environment plays an important role in increasing children’s awareness and acceptance of diversity. 

Diversity in ITERS-R refers to difference found in groups of people with regard to race, religion, culture, ability, age and gender. 

5.1   At least ten examples showing diversity must be observed in three types of materials (books, pictures and materials, excluding dolls).
7.1 Examples of non-sexist images must be shown in picture or books, 

7.2  Culture awareness activities take place within the daily activities (routines and play)





Dramatic Play





Item 20. Dramatic play for infants and toddlers begins with the child imitating something that he or she has seen some other person do.


Materials are provided


Infants: Dolls, soft animals, pots and pans, toy telephones


Toddlers: Dress up clothes, child size furniture, cooking/eating equipment, play foods, dolls, doll furnishings, soft animals, small play buildings, toy telephones


5.1 The materials should be plentiful.


For infants at least three to five materials of the listed types above must be accessible.


For toddlers at least two of the nine listed types of materials must be accessible.


7.1 Props provided must represent diversity:


Dolls representing different age, gender ability, race and culture


Dress-up clothing characteristic of different cultures for men and women


Play cooking and eating utensils from different cultures


Play food characteristic of different cultures


Toy tools representing work typically associated with men and women








