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The Curriculum Assessment 
Cycle
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Observe children and 
environment 

Complete 
assessments

Plan and modify 
curriculum and 
environment

Implement 
curriculum and 
environment

Analyze and reflect 
on data

Summarize 
assessments
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Start Big 

Ask 
Questions

Go 
Deeper 
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Summary of Findings

This process: 
• Assists teachers and 

families in supporting 
the child’s development

• Provides easier-to-
access data for 
reflection and planning
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The Summary of Findings identify the what, 
how, who, and when that will be addressed in 
each classroom and agency. 
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When Choosing a Key Finding...

• Look at domain.
• View the California Learning Foundations.
• Think about what the data reflects:

– Consider all factors of the classroom 
– How old are the children?
– Are there dual language learners? 
– Are there children with IEPs?
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Analyze and Reflect on the Data 

© 2016 California Department of Education. All rights reserved.
7

Start Big 
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Learning Foundations
What Children Know and Are Able to Do
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CECO 
modules

CPIN 
offers 

training 
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Why is the Key Finding at the 
Domain Level? 

• Learning is integrated. 
• Planning for a group at the measure level 

is discrete.
• Planning at the domain level enables use 

of action steps to focus on specific 
measures.
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Questions to Ask About the 
Data 
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Ask 
Questions
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Intentional Planning
How am I responding to the data?
• Planned learning opportunities 
• Child-staff interactions 
• Teacher strategies 

– Collaboration with service provider 
• Family engagement 
• Use of environment and/or materials, including 

adaptations 
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Role of the Teacher
The role of the teacher includes making plans to 
facilitate learning. Written activity plans are based 
upon teachers knowledge of children, observations 
of children, and DRDP data.

Plan for small groups and individual children based 
upon their level of development.
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Go 
Deeper 
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Class 
Planning 
Report 
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Action Steps Should…
• Identify new approaches 
• Reflect the teachers sphere of influence 
• Be specific and child centered
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Program Resources
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When thinking about 
supporting your 

classroom from one 
level to the next, 

Intro-4 can provide 
some insight.
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Resources 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yp3vK5qS7ys

© 2016 California Department of Education. All rights reserved. 20

20

All About Young Children 
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All About Young Children
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What’s in the Curriculum 
Frameworks?

School-age 
frameworks 
available on 

CDE Web site
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Thank you for your participation!
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