DRDP (2015) COG 3: Number Sense of Quantity

	Name
	Identifies small quantities without counting, up to three
	Counts up to five objects using 1-1 correspondence
	Recites numbers in order, 1-10.
	Shows understanding that the last # counted is the total number of objects in the group (does not have to recount)
	Correctly recites numbers to 20
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Preschool children develop an initial qualitative understanding of a quantity of small groups of objects without actually counting the objects. This understanding is referred to as visually knowing or “subitizing.” For more information on subitizing, please refer to the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1, pages 145 and 160 and to the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 1, page 242.
Literature suggests that the three major basic building blocks for counting are learning of (1) the sequence of number words, (2) one-to-one correspondence, and (3) cardinality (knowing that the last number assigned to the last object counted gives the total number in the set). For more information on cardinality, please refer to the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 1, pages 160 and 145, and to the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 1, page 242.
Rather than telling children how many, teachers can ask children for a solution (e.g., “How do you think we can find out who has more?”) and let the children come up with a strategy to find the answer (e.g., counting). For more strategies, please refer to the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 1, pages 243 and 245
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